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pose of treating each one of them singly, seeking the specific laws of conduct 
which govern each. 

Frank Thill y. 
Cornell University. 

Lafilosofia di Giordano Bruno. Da Erminio Troilo. Roma, 2 vols., 1914. — 

pp. 160, 166. 

These two little volumes, the first of which appeared in 1907 and is now 
reprinted, are devoted to Bruno's Philosophy of Nature and his Philosophy of 
Mind. Bruno is for Professor Troilo the punto di arrivo of the great thought 
of the Renaissance and the true glory of Italian thought. The process of 
reaction against the Middle Ages culminates in a philosophic revolution, the 
simple formula of which is comprehended in the word nature. Volume I con- 
tains chapters on "The Renaissance and the Philosophy of Nature," "Anti- 
metaphysics," "Bruno's Works," "The Coincidence of Opposites," and 
"Natural Philosophy." Volume II discusses "the subjective philosophy" 
of Bruno, which according to our author has never received adequate atten- 
tion, and contains chapters on "The First Philosophy and its Dependent Dis- 
ciplines," "The Rights of the Spirit," "The Doctrine of Knowledge," "Eth- 
ics," and "Conclusion: The Value and Real Efficacy of the Brunonian 
Thought." 

Professor Troilo regards the nature-philosophy of Bruno as one of the great - 
est constructions of the human mind, which reaches magnificent heights and 
depths and is a marvelous symphony of science, philosophy, and poetry. It 
is a resolute negation of all transcendentalism and therefore an anti-metaphys- 
ical philosophy, a philosophy that excludes all teleologism, for which reason 
Professor Troilo calls it a philosophic prima. "A system which puts the 
immanent reality in place of the transcendent, which substitutes for the dual- 
ism of the natural and the supernatural the absolute unity of nature, which 
dissolves the finite in the infinite, is prima philosophic." 

Frank Thilly. 
Cornell University. 

Mssai sur V Immortaliti au Point de Vue du Naturalisme Evolutionniste. Par 
Armand Sabatier. Paris, 1911, Fischbacher. — pp. xxix, 291. 
Immortality is to be distinguished from persistence of matter; the latter 
no one disputes. It is the persistence of the various configurations or the 
various modes of organization of matter that is understood by immortality; 
this is what is called in question. The character of the affirmation or negation 
ot immortality cannot be scientific, in the strict sense of the term: the subject 
matter is such as to preclude the possibility of scientific investigation. M. 
Sabatier believes, however, that, with the development of the spiritistic sciences , 
so despised once, but now fast winning the favor of scientists, the subject mat- 
ter of immortality will be brought within the ken of exact scientific study. 

For the present, however, the discussion of the problem must be mainly 
philosophic, though when the scientist takes it up as a philosopher, he has the 
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advantage over the philosopher of being able to make the starting point of 
his study a body of exact knowledge. The problem, as the scientist-philoso- 
pher would state it, then, is this: are there any analogies in the inorganic or 
organic subhuman world, as science knows it, which would form presumptive 
grounds for the belief in immortality of man? 

The continued existence of material configurations, which is the immor- 
tality from the point of view of science, is a very rarely observed phenomenon 
in inorganic nature. In the organic realm, i. e., in that realm in which the 
germinative protoplasma constitutes the basis of life, the phenomenon is com- 
mon. This phenomenon is to be attributed to the peculiar qualities of rejuve- 
nation or le pouvoir d'amorce of the protoplasma. The quality is an inherent 
capacity of the protoplasma to "draw from ambiant conditions new elements 
whereby to replace the old and used-up ones." The pouvoir d'amorce is 
not, however, unconditioned: it is conditioned rather upon the capacity of 
organic forms to "orient themselves in the sense of evolution." Now man 
being a part of nature, and whatever future life there may be being also a part 
of nature, the same law of rejuvenation must hold good about man and must 
therefore attest to his immortality. But cannot human immortality, like 
animal, consist in mere terrestrial recreation? This is made impossible by 
the relation of nervous and vital energies: the former grows at the expense of 
the latter and, if the process is allowed to go far enough, there will come a 
moment in the development of the human protoplasma in which the reduced 
vital energy will no longer be able to support the highly developed nervous 
energy; a dis-equilibrium and a final collapse of the human being are thus 
bound to come. The increasing cases of nervous malady, the ever growing 
use of tobacco and intoxicants bespeak the death of the human protoplasma. 
The inherent inability, and contradiction in the law of the protoplasma leads 
one strongly to infer that man lives beyond the grave, unless, of course, one 
chooses to limit the law of re-creation to the terrestrial sphere. M. Sabatier 
believes in the existence of a "psychos" permeating the universe and in the 
existence of a psychic protoplasma of which the material protoplasma is the 
form and also the organ of accumulation of the "psychos." But this in no 
way changes his purely naturalistic arguments for immortality. He also 
incidentally treats the reader to a theory of art of his own, according to which 
art is an unilateral activity whereby the "psychos" is, at first, concentrated 
into plastic forms and is then gradually absolved. 

George Getchev. 

Benedicti De Spinoza Opera Quotquot Reperta Sunt. Edited by J. Van Vloten 
and J. P. N. Land. Third Edition. Four volumes. — pp. I, x, 273; II, 
331; III, 247; IV, VIII, 249. The Hague, Martin Nijhoff, 1914. 
This edition, like the second which appeared in 1895, is in substance a re- 
print of the first, 1882-83, except for the omission of the Hebrew grammar. 
The change is in mechanical details. There are four small volumes instead of 
the three small ones of the second edition, or the two large ones of the first. 



